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“We are very excited about
the results of this study so far,”
says Alysha Vincent, DVM,
resident for the Internal
Medicine Service. “We are
already seeing evidence that
the low-dose protocol for
desoxycorticosterone pivalate
(DOCP) that we are proposing
is safe and effective treatment
for Addison’s Disease in dogs.
We've found that the standard
dose protocol appears to be
more likely to cause
abnormalities in dogs’ lab
work that are consistent with
over-treatment, such as
abnormally low levels of
potassium.”

Vincent notes that the cost
savings of using the low-dose
protocol are substantial for
many dog owners who visit
the MSU Veterinary Medical
Center for Addison’s Disease
treatment. To give a reference
point, the following is
information Vincent put
together to further explain the
cost-efficacy.

« Cost per year for Zycortal (at
label dose) for a West Higland
White Terrier= $475

« Cost per year for Zycortal (at
label dose) for a Great Dane=
$2,851
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« Estimated life-time cost for
Zycortal for a Great Dane
@ssuming a lifespan of 4.7
additional years after diagnosis)
= $15,585

“Now, imagine being able to
cut those costs in half;’ says
Vincent. “This disease is easily
treated. So, for most owners
who are faced with the
decision to treat or euthanize
their dogs, it really does come
down to cost. Our goal is to
make that decision easier by
offering an effective, lower-
cost option,” says Vincent.
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